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Despatch - Summer 2026

Hello all,

Welcome to the Summer
edition of Despatch. If there
is one theme running
through this issue, it is
Normandy. Eighty-two years
on from the events of June
1944, we continue to
remember the courage,
sacrifice and determination
of the men of 47 Royal Marine Commando, while
honouring the friendships and international
bonds that have grown from their legacy.

Alongside the commemorations, the Association
has enjoyed another busy few months socially.
From formal events and reunions to shared
meals, walks and the inevitable catch-ups over a
drink, its wonderful to see such strong support
for everything the Association does. The
photographs throughout this edition speak for
themselves and reflect a vibrant welcoming
community that continues to thrive.

My thanks, as always, go to everyone who has
contributed articles, photographs and memories
to this edition, and to Bob and the committee for
the enormous amount of work that goes into
making each issue possible.

Whether you joined us in Normandy, supported
events closer to home, or are simply keeping in

touch through the pages of Despatch, | hope you
enjoy this edition.

Georgi

Front Cover: The scene at the Memorial
Garden, Port-en-Bessin on 7th June.
Photo credit: Alex Votié
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From the Chairman...

Welcome to the latest edition of Despatch, bringing you another round up of
commemorations, Association news, social gatherings and the many
activities undertaken by the 47 Royal Marine Commando Association.

As always, the first six months of the year have been particularly busy. A
large turnout of members gathered in London for the Mountbatten Festival
of Music weekend; we hosted the Mayor of Port-en-Bessin at the Seurat
and the Sea exhibition; and conducted a pre-visit to Port-en-Bessin in
preparation for this period’s most significant commemoration, the 82nd
anniversary of D-Day and liberation of the Oil Port. The period was rounded
off with a fantastic Black Tie Dinner at HMS President in London, attended
by both our Life President and President. None of these major events
happens by chance, and thanks are due to your hardworking committee for
its tireless dedication and support in making them such a success. Sadly,
this period has also been marked by the funerals of two of our members, together with that of Peter
Phillips, the architect of the modern-day Association. On behalf of the entire membership, | offer
our deepest condolences to their families.

The Association is greatly indebted to Brenda Cogswell, who answered my plea for help with
keeping our Facebook page up to date. Judging by the number of ‘likes’ each post receives, we
appear to be on the right track in both the content we share and keeping members informed.
Similarly, the 47 Shenanigans WhatsApp group has become another valuable platform, particularly
for real-time messaging (for example, “Which bar are you all in...?”) during our many events. Our
YouTube channel, expertly managed by Steve Hignett, also hosts an excellent collection of video
recordings from both recent and historic Association events.

It is recognised that social media is not for everyone. However, good communication is helping us
attract new members. Our website continues to receive an increasing number of enquiries, there
are now over 130 followers on our Facebook page, and a further ninety members are registered on
our Royal Marines Association webpage. Of course, email remains an important way of keeping in
touch with many of you.

You will be aware that some time ago | compiled the Graves and Memorial Register, a copy of
which is available on the Association website. To complement that work, | am currently attempting
to discover where each of our 114 fallen is commemorated locally throughout the United Kingdom,
whether on a war memorial, roll of honour or in a book of remembrance. Please see the article on
pages 9-10 for further information and details of how you may be able to help. Progress is also
being made on recording the orders, honours and gallantry awards bestowed upon the men of 47
RM Commando. | have recently received a wealth of useful documentation from the family of C F
Phillips, the wartime Commanding Officer of 47 RM Commando. When complete, both of these
projects will be published on the Association website.

Finally, the retired Standard is now permanently housed within a glass-fronted, solid oak display
case. The design and craftsmanship are the work of Martin Cox, son of veteran Corporal Ted Cox,
who was severely wounded at La Rosiére during the approach march to Port-en-Bessin. The case
was displayed at the AGM and also at the Black Tie Dinner in London. It will serve as a lasting
reminder that everything we do within the Association is undertaken in memory of all those who
served with 47 RM Commando, especially those who never returned home.

30’1’/
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They’re Still Marching - 47 RM Commando Association in Normandy
by Bob Perry

What initially started on the 53rd anniversary of the D-Day
landings, when the pupils of College Hemingway, the
senior school in Port-en-Bessin, undertook a re-enactment
of 47 RM Commando’s 12-mile march from the landing
beach to their objective, has now developed into a popular
annual commemoration event. The walk attracts serving
Royal Navy and Royal Marines personnel, members of the
Royal Marines Association, cadets and the local
community, all keen to learn about the story of 47 RM
Commando while forging even closer ties through a
shared history of occupation and liberation. This year’s
event, organised by Association members Ken Cowdery
and Alex Wilson, commenced on Gold beach at Asnelles,
close to where the Commando landed on D-Day. The
Mayor then led a service of remembrance in the nearby
memorial garden, providing an opportunity to lay a wreath
in memory of the twenty-nine men of 47 RM Commando who lost their lives during the
landing and the approach march to Port-en-Bessin. During the march, the 150 participants
were warmly welcomed by the mayors of Tracy-
sur-Mer and Commes as they passed through
their communes. The march finished at La Criée
du 47eéme, our affiliated bar in Port-en-Bessin,
named in honour of 47 RM Commando.

Following the morning ceremony at Asnelles,
members dispersed to attend several
concurrent commemorative events. Many
Association members paid their respects to our
fallen, who rest in the perpetual care of the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission at
Bayeux War Cemetery. The visit was
appropriately marked by a short service of remembrance, the sounding of the Last Post
and the laying of wreaths.

The liberation of Port-en-Bessin is commemorated annually by the local community and
the 47 RM Commando Association on
7th June. The day began with wreath-
laying at the Captain Terence Cousins
Memorial on the Eastern Feature.
Captain Cousins is recognised as
having played the decisive role in the
battle of Port-en-Bessin. His outstanding
leadership, determination, initiative and
courage during the attack on the enemy
fortifications, close to where the
memorial now stands, continue to
inspire today’s generation of serving
Royal Marines. We were fortunate to be
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joined by Essie Cousins, niece of Terence Cousins, who laid a wreath in honour of the
gallant troop commander who lost his life leading his men into battle.

Our main ceremony followed at the 47 RM Commando
Memorial Garden on the Western Feature, overlooking
the harbour. The large gathering included service
personnel from the modern-day 47 Commando and 30
Commando, members of the Royal Marines
Association, together with many families and friends of
our late veterans. The service of remembrance was led
by RMA Chaplain Reverend Justin Montague, with
LCpl Bugler Callum Budden sounding the Last Post,
followed by Association stalwart Kelly Heathfield
playing a Scottish lament on the bagpipes. A further
ceremony took place at the bunker in Place Seurat,
providing an opportunity to remember those French
civilians who, as the battle for the port raged around
them and while the
outcome remained
uncertain, gave invaluable assistance to the wounded of 47
RM Commando and sheltered them in their homes despite
the threat of German reprisals. During the the
post-ceremony reception in the Salle des Fétes, Bob Perry
presented the mayor with a framed display of Captain
Cousins memorabilia, superbly crafted by Martin Cox, son
of 47 veteran Ted Cox.

The following day provided an opportunity at the AGM to
view the retired Standard, now handsomely encased in a
glass-fronted, oak display case - a reminder that everything
we do within the Association is in memory of all those who
served with, or were attached to, 47 RM Commando.
Again, our heartfelt thanks go to Martin Cox for his skill in
designing and crafting such a lasting tribute to our
veterans.

The traditional last night dinner was its usual raucous affair,
with veterans’ families and friends mixing easily with
serving and retired Royal Marines until the early hours.

Tired but eternally humbled and grateful by the events during the visit, we were able to
return home safely to our families in the UK - unlike the men of 47 RM Commando who
made the ultimate sacrifice during the liberation of Europe eighty-two years ago.

At the going down of the sun
And in the morning,
We will remember them.

&
-
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A Miscellany of 47 RM Commando on Jig Sector, Gold Beach
by Bob Perry

In preparation for the D-Day landings 47 RM Commando embarked in two troop carrying ships:

SS Victoria - embarked her troops at Southampton Berth 37, departed Solent Anchorage No 7/10
on June 5th as part of Force J4 in Assault Convoy GOE. Embarked onboard was 508th Assault
Flotilla with the following Landing Craft Assault serials: 579**, 586, 592*, 593*, 594* and 589*.
Troop capacity 210.

Princess Josephine Charlotte - embarked her troops at Southampton Berth 39, departed Solent
Anchorage No 7/9 on June 5th as part of Force J4 in Assault Convoy G9E. She carried 502nd
Assault Flotilla with the following Landing Craft Assault serials: 290, 320%, 349%, 412, 431*, 442*,
503* and 509*. Troop capacity 320.

* indicates LCA lost on D-Day 6th June 1944. ** indicates LCA lost 7th June with three killed.

(Left) Page from Lieutenant
Colonel C F Phillips notebook
detailing his written orders for

Operation Aubery - 47’s landing
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Odd numbered boats referred to
in the notebook were usually
stowed on the starboard side

davits with even numbered craft

on the port side. It is not possible
fo determine boat number to the

LCA serial number listed above.
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The iconic images of 47 RM Commando landing at Jig Sector Gold Beach were taken by Sergeant
Norman Midgley, a photographer with No 5 Section of the Army Film and Photographic Unit. Sgt
Midgley was a staff photographer with the Daily Express newspaper in Manchester before joining
the AFPU. The images have been widely used on the front cover of commercially published books
and official publications of the Ministry of Defence and Royal British Legion, as it is recognised as
one of the most defining images of D-Day.

PETER CADDICK-ADAMS

~ B =i/ G0N | MONTY'S
S A N D ' . ‘HE ROYAL MARINES NnnTHEnN

D-Day 1944 (4) ND THE BATTLE FOR

&STEE Sccac : = R

A NEW HISTORY OF D-DAYl g0t ann

The images have also been extensively used on postage stamps issued by many countries. See
Allen Withington’s excellent article '47 in Stamps’ at https://www.47rmcommando.org/downloads/

despatch/Despatch-lssue-43.pdf
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It is often wondered why Sgt Midgley didn’t capture more images of the landings on Gold beach. A
perusal of the Imperial War Museum photographic archives doesn’t throw any further light on the
matter. It seems inconceivable that following the images of 47 RM Commando the next image in
the series was on 7th June - was another camera used? The search will continue!

e
¥

(Above) From left to right the IWM image number and caption:

B5243 - Beach Group troops assist with the unloading of vehicles from
LCTs on Jig beach, Gold area, 6 June 1944. LCT 928, LCT 710, LCT
858 and LCM 164 are visible. A Universal Carrier with wading screens
can be seen in the surf, and a Sherman DD tank with its flotation screen
still raised can be seen on the left.

B5244 - Universal Carriers of 50th Division wade ashore from LCTs on
Jig beach, Gold area, 6 June 1944. LCT 928, LCT 710, LCT 858 and
LCM 244 are visible in the background. The markings on the carrier
indicate a vehicle from 1st Dorsetshire Regiment, 231st Brigade.

Sergeant Norman Midgley,

B5245 - Commandos of 47 (RM) Commando coming ashore from LCAs in a jeep during the battle for
(Landing Craft Assault) on Jig beach, Gold area, 6 June 1944. LCTs Caen in Normandy, 24 July

unloading priority vehicles of 231st Brigade, 50th Division, can be seen 1944.

in the background. (© Image B7947 IWM Non

Commercial Licence)

B5246 - Commandos of 47 (RM) Commando coming ashore from LCAs
(Landing Craft Assault) on Jig beach, Gold area, 6 June 1944. LCTs can
be seen in the background unloading priority vehicles for 231st Brigade, 50th Division

B5247 - French civilians in St Gabriel recovering furniture and bedding which had been taken by
German troops formerly billeted in the village, 7 June 1944.Relocation of the Escures Marker Post

Scene at Gold Beach King Sector on 7th June 1944; rows of beached LCAs -
identifiable are 503 and 442 from Princess Josephine Charlotte
(stills taken from ADM 1234B Reel 2 - copyright IWM Non Commercial Licence)
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Relocation of the Escures Marker Post

Bob Perry writes... In 2004, the local councils of Asnelles, La Rosiére (near Tracy), Commes and
Port-en-Bessin agreed to commemorate the route taken by 47 RM Commando from its landing
point near Asnelles to Port-en-Bessin. The project was particularly promoted by Sir Philippe de
Bourgoing, a member of the French Senate, and chairman of the Franco-British Liaison
Committee.

The route is identified by four permanent roadside markers at Asnelles, La Rosiére, Escures and
Port-en-Bessin harbour, all key points along the route, with each carrying a short description of the
events that took place at that point.

The Escures marker post was originally situated adjacent to the D6 Route de Port, the busy main
road between Bayeux to Port-en-Bessin. The fast moving traffic made anything other than a quick
wreath laying a hazardous activity! The marker and flower bed have now been moved 300m south
on the opposite side of the road to a convenient lay-by. This year the Mayor of Commes, Monsieur
Benoit Moret, was able to welcome the ‘Following in the Footsteps’ walkers in a much safer
environment. The cost of the relocation was funded entirely by the French authorities.

Despatch - Summer 2026 Page 8



When Shall Their Glory Fade?
A Compendium of the Local War Memorials Commemorating the Fallen
of 47 Royal Marine Commando

Bob Perry writes... During the Association’s regular visits to the battlegrounds of north west
Europe, the men who made the ultimate sacrifice, serving with or attached to 47 RM Commando,
are rightly commemorated. However, they are not just names to be read aloud with reverence and
sorrow in Normandy, Fecamp, Walcheren or Kapelsche Veer. Most were young, teenagers or in
their early twenties. Each would have had family members, most schooled and employed in the
area they were born; some may have been married and
had children. | therefore decided to research and write
" a few words about each of their lives and visit and
E arine (PO 17207) "5 photograph any United Kingdom local war memorial,
~ oune 194 R roll of honour, book of remembrance or other place

3 where they may be individually commemorated.
Eventually, the work will be published on the
Association’s website and each of the fallen will have
their own page similar to the one shown on the left, to
be updated as and when any new information becomes
available.

Unlike a county infantry regiment of the British Army,
that is recruited from a specific geographic region, the
men of 47 RM Commando hailed from all over the
United Kingdom, the Crown Dependencies of the
Channel Islands, the Republic of Ireland and even

e Momoria sy v wemoril further afield. My travels to date have taken me from
the Highlands of Scotland to Guernsey and from East
e e Anglia to West Wales. Details of their, often short, lives
marriage took place in Edinburgh on 8th April 1944, only eight weeks prior to his death. .
éasFt?J:hercommemoraled|n|heScumshNanona\WarMemunalHallofHunour,Edlnhurgh have been gleaned from genealogy SlteS, the

Commonwealth War Graves Commission, newspaper
archives and many local historical societies, church
dioceses, schools and local authorities, who have been
keen to assist.

The work has unearthed some surprising facts: three of the fallen are commemorated on war
memorials within walking distance from where | live in Dorset; sadly, five of the fallen also lost a
brother in the war - one set of parents lost both of their only children; the largest concentration of
the fallen came from London (22) with only relatively small numbers from other major metropolitan
areas; thirteen were raised in Scotland, seven in Wales and two from Northern Ireland. Several of
the men are also remembered on the headstones of their parents graves, whilst some are
commemorated on more than one war memorial. Perhaps the most unusual places of
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commemoration found so far are on a sundial, a triangulation pillar high up in the Peak District
and also on a silver dessert spoon!

So far, | have identified and visited where eighty of the fallen are commemorated - London and
some other large cities (Liverpool, Bristol, Manchester, Plymouth and Edinburgh) are next on the
research list. If you live in these metropolitan areas and are keen to be involved with the project
then please do get in touch. Similarly, if you have an interest in genealogy or history, or just keen
to help in some way then | look forward to hearing from you.
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