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From the Chairman

Dear Veterans, Families and Friends, Happy New Year to you all and welcome to the latest
edition of Despatch. As | look back over 2019 | can't help thinking what a great year we had.
The Association continues to grow, our trips and visits are a huge success, the Men of 47 are
remembered and the veterans who travelled with us have had a wonderful time.

Since the last edition we've kept up the pace and made new friends along the way. In July
Dave Nevatte organised VIP seating for veterans and their families at the annual RM concert
in Deal. It was an amazing day with the RM Bands of Portsmouth and Collingwood at their
finest. Lt. Col. Jon Ridley read out Grandad's (Chuck Harris) name during the performance to
which he received a standing ovation by some 15,000 people, a rather special moment for all
of us | have to say. This event may well become an annual invitation, watch this space!

In September we had a trip to Fécamp, marking the 75" anniversary of the Towns liberation
by 47 Royal Marine Commando. Once again, the town looked after us superbly, with an
emotional ceremony at the grave of Maj. Dennis Walton of 47 RMC, and also remembered
men and women of the French resistance buried in the same cemetery. This is a trip | would
urge you all to do if you can, it's a beautiful town with great places to eat and stay, and with
lovely scenery and walks in and around the town.

In November our trip to Walcheren was a huge success. We had the awesome duo of Chuck
Harris and Mark Packer and it was lovely to see Lannah Battley and Christine Hagan who also
joined us on the trip. This trip marked the 75th anniversary of the Liberation of Walcheren and
the people of the island turned out to greet us and thank the veterans personally. We unveiled
a new memorial at Disheok which tells the story of the Landings made by 47 in November
1944, and is well placed on a busy walking route through the dunes so I'm sure it will be seen
and read by a great number of people.

We were fortunate again to have the RM Band service present throughout the trip, they gave
a most memorable concert in Middelburg and marched superbly in Disheok. We were also
joined by the CGRM, Co's from 1 Assault Group and many from the RMA. This all made for a
great atmosphere and a trip we'll all remember.

With sadder news, in October we heard that Rose Wildman had passed away. Many of us will
remember Rose along with Fred, with fond memories I'm sure, especially of their love for
music and dancing. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Tony and the Wildman family.

2020 will be another busy year for the association, we have lots in the pipeline and | want to
thank all those who make it possible, especially those on the committee who work hard putting
it all together and above all have to put up with me!

Hopefully see you soon, warmest wishes to you all. John Prentis, Grandson of Chuck Harris.



Famous Royal Marines Commando Name Revived
Colonel C E Haw MC, Commanding Officer, 47 Commando Raiding Group Royal Marines

Dear 47 Royal Marine Commando Association Members,

It is with great pleasure that | write to you for the first time as the Commanding Officer of the
newly renamed 47 Commando Raiding Group Royal Marines. This re-naming, in honour of 47
Royal Marine Commando, is a source of great pride to both me personally and for all members
of my unit. | thought that it would be worth explaining the rationale for the change and in future
to keep you updated about the general activities of the unit through these excellent bulletins.

In September 2019, 1 Assault Group Royal Marines (1 AGRM) was re-subordinated under
command of 3 Commando Brigade Royal Marines (3 Cdo Bde RM) to reflect the increased
operational focus of the unit, maintaining its high readiness output but with the addition of
Maritime Interdiction (Boarding) operations and a significant increase in Short Term Training
Teams. Thi s presented an opportunity to bri
60Commandoé units in 3 Cdo Bde RM.

Therefore, on 4 November 2019, at the request of the Commandant General, the Secretary of
State for Defence approved the renaming of 1 AGRM to 47 Commando Raiding Group Royal
Marines (47 Cdo (RG) RM). This renaming was intended to reinvigorate a unit name that not
only gives a nod to the past but also to the future of 3 Cdo Bde. The tactical action carried out
by 47 (Royal Marine) Commando to secure Port-en-Bessin and deliver the strategically
important Pipe Line Under the Ocean (PLUTO) is indeed synonymous with the current concept
for the Future Commando Force (FCF) so sets out that intent. As you know, 1 AGRM has had
long standing links with 47 (RM) Cdo Association and were present at the 75™ anniversary of
D-Day and Walcheren last year, making the name change even more poignant and relevant.

It is my intention to hold a formal re-naming ceremony here in Plymouth at RM TAMAR in early
July of this year. | will of course inform the Association of the date when it has been decided
and will be extending an invite to all association members and their families at this time.

I look forward to seeing many of you later in the year, both in Normandy and here in Plymouth,
and | look forward to growing our affiliation as the months and years progress. We stand on
the shoulders of giants and will take 47 Cdo RG forward into the FCF era with pride and
motivation from our forefathers.

Col Chris Haw presents an RM L-R: Col Haw, Mark Packer, Maj Gen Matt Holmes CGRM,
sporran to Kelly Heathfield ahead of  Chuck Harris, Rob van der Zwaaghe Mayor of Municipality of
the commemorations in Westkapelle  veere.& Dave Mason CRSM, at the unveiling of the memorial
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Ken Parker Unveiled

Geof Haywood
The Royal Marines has commissioned six paintings to
represent the Corp over several generations and ranks.
Ken Parker was chosen to represent the WW2

artist Marianne Gibson, who has done other RM and
Military paintings (including HRH Prince Philip Duke of
Edinburgh when he was Captain General RM), could have
something to work from. She met Ken at the photo shoot
and through chatting with him was able to pick up aspects
of his character which she could build into her painting.

The Royal Marines Family weekend was held at CTCRM
Lympstone on the 14" and 15" of September. The

both serving and retired Marines and their families to enjoy
the military displays, sports events (LAGRM who come with
us to Port-en-Bessin won the inter unit @ug 6 QVa r -BZ
to them), children's features, fun fair, various Charity
displays, sales tables, bar and food counters.

Marianne Gibsoné portrait of Ken
It was on the Saturday during the presentation of prizes, preceded by the Corps of Drums,
that the unveiling took place by the CGRM Maj Gen Matt Holmes CBE DSO, in front of

weekend is an opportunity fort he A Royal Mdr i

Commandos amdhaofiphdotsmtkat thel ac e
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hundreds of people many of whom had had the pleasure of meeting Ken. Presentwa s Kends

son and daughter in-law David and Denise with their daughter Amy, all able to proudly join
CGRM for the unveil. Also, there with me was Jill, Clive Porter, Justine and Shaun Isherwood

andtheirsonOcean,al | t o represent Kenbés 47 Family.

David was given a print of the painting at the unveil by CGRM and extra copies were to be
forwarded for hissi st er a grahdsénelang who had spent so much time with him.

The painting was passed to
the CO RMR Bristol with a
request it hangs alongside
t he ACaqgit Re B
painting that Ken had
unveiled in the Units main
social area.

Having visited all the
stands plus being well fed
and watered the day ended
with  a Marching and
Sunset display by the
CTCRM RM Band which as
always was magic. It was
a perfect ending to a
perfect day out and the

opportunity to spread the
47 story. L-R: Marianne Gibson (artist), CO RMR Bristol, CRSM, David (holding

the picture), CGRM, Daviddé s d a u ghancehis wife Denise




Smiles and Tears, the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Fécamp
Dave Shorrock (Ed.)
We have a standing invitation to return to Fécamp in September each year to commemorate
the liberation of the town by 47 Cdo. For 2019, the 75" anniversary of the liberation we were
accompanied by our President of 47RMCA, Chuck Harris (formerly of HQ -Troop, 47
Commando) along with a number of his family members including our Chairman John Prentis.
We were also accompanied, thanks to the CO, by four gentlemen from 1AGRM.

We all assembled in Fécamp on the evening of the 1% of September. Once again, the town
had kindly arranged for us to be accommodated at the four-star hotel Le Grand Pavois, with
its stunning views over the harbour. We were met on the 2" by Pierre Aubrey, the Deputy
Mayor responsible for Veterans Affairs, who hosted us for lunch on the seafront terrace of the
restaurant Redroic. To work off the fine lunch Pierre had arranged for us to have a guided
tour of the new Musée des Pécheries (Museum of Fisheries), which tells the long history of
fishing in Fécamp and in Normandy. The tour over, we returned to the hotel to change for the
formal part of the day.

The commemorations began at 17:00 at the Cimetiére du Val aux Clercs, which lies on a
hillside. After the townspeople had taken many photographs of our party, we eventually lined
up behind the standards, with Lou Sartorel proudly bearing our standard. We then began our
sombre parade up through the cemetery, stopping first at the graves of two Frenchmen:
Roland Terrier and Georges Paumier.

Roland Terrierc ame from a family of sailors and starte
joined the French Navy in 1938 but was imprisoned when France fell. In July 1940, age 23,

he managed to escape from prison and join Gene
London where he was assigned to the 1st Battalion Marine Fusiliers. He saw action on D-Day

and beyond and was awarded many honours including the Croix de Guerre with 5 citations.

When France was occupied, Georges Paumier refused to join the Service du travail obligatoire
(STO), the compulsory work service that would have seen him deported to the workcamps in
Nazi Germany. Leaving his parents and two sisters behind, he fled to Brittany to join the
resistance, the second battalion of the 4™ Reglment of Brittany. On the 4™ of July 1944, when

" e~ ~ = they were surrounded by the enemy,
& Georges was one of seven who stayed
behind so that his comrades could escape.
& He was 20 years old when his life ended
under a hail of enemy bullets. He was
returned to his family in Fécamp in November
1948.

After the presentation of honours and wreath

laying at these two graves, we continued our

progress up the cemetery, stopping first at

the Belgian First World War graves and then

on to the British memorial and graves. The

Deputy Mayor Pierre Aubry and John Prentis
jointly |l aid the townbés wr
tofAiOur Li beratordo Major D. F
Commando, who died on the 4" September

6044 when his Jeep Own over
Association wreath was then laid by Jacqui

Hearn on behalf of Chuck. As Chuck wiped

away a tear, he said quiet
W standing here instead of m
S : who were close enough to hear wh a t hedd

P|erre Aubry and John Prentls lay the tovvn S

wreath at the memorial to "Our Liberator" said were quickly putting a hanky to our eyes.



The parade then turned back down through the cemetery to the memorials that bring home
the true horror of the Occupation; the memorial to the 8 young men that were deported to the
work camps and never returned, and the memorial to the 11 (3 women and 8 men, including
a husband and wife) that were deported to the concentration camps, never to return.

From the cemetery, we made our way to the courtyard of the Town Hall to recreate the
photograph of Major Walton greeting the Mayor on the steps on the 2" September 1944.
Photographs over, we walked outside to Square du 47 Royal Marine Commando. Here were
laid wreaths for 47 Commando, the French Resistance, and on two plaques that were unveiled
to Roland Terrier and Georges Paumier.

Our final wreath laying was at the war memorial in Place Charles De Gaulle, before we
returned to the Town Hall for speeches and presentations.

The Mayor of Fécamp, Marie-Agnés Poussier-Winsback welcomed us with these words:
i S e v divetears ago, on the 2" of September 1944, the Allied troops and you, Mr. Harris,
liberated Fécamp, welcomed by a cheering population. And for the second time this year, it is
with a lot of emotion | have the pleasure to welcome you, dear Chuck Harris. You, one of the
liberators of our city, you who belong to the 47 Royal Marine Commando. Your presence

honours wus all. Thank you very mucho.
The Mayorbés speech had a moving conclusion, whic
di fficult, i f not i mpossi bl e, to bring togethe

because of their different political ideas and commitments, and yet what has united these men
who fought for France is the very essence of resistance (strength). We must maintain our duty
to remember them. We must never forget the names, faces, lives of these French and English
heroes who must be part of our lives as free citizens, because without them we would not be
free. We must never forget that, whatever the disagreements, at the great moments of our
history we have been able to reconcile ourselves in order to advance. Long live the Republic,
long live France and long live F ® c a mp 0 .

With the speeches over, the Mayor
presented Chuck with a bottle of
Benedictine and a book of
photographs of the liberation
produced from the town archives. In
return, Chuck presented the mayor
with a Commando figurine (which
I 6 m r el medmbwyhasipride
of place on her desk).
Presentations over, it was time for
the bar to open.

Once again, the town of Fécamp
welcomed us with friendship,
generosity and affection. And | think
the depth of that affection is well
demonstrated by Pierre Aubrey and
his partner asking to join us again The Mayor admires the Commando flgurlne gift from
this year at the Mountbatten of Chuck, that now sits proudly on her desk

Festival of Music.

Finally, 16d |Ilike to thank: Csgt Pete Hardie, Sg
Walker, of LAGRM for supportingus.l 6 d t ol d tblaming thém fov detaying the start

of the commemorations, it was clearly the fault of half of Fécamp wanting to take photographs

of them, so smartly dressed in their uniforms. So, gentlemen thank you. Nowsay O6cheeseo.
A version of this article was published in the November-December issue of the Globe & Laurel.

If you are interested in attending the commemorations in Fécamp in September this year, please let

our Secretary know.



75" Anniversary of the Assault on Walcheren (Part |)
Lt Col G.A. Gelder RM (Retd), Corp Historian

‘Nowhere else in Europe was an attack made on the coast where opposition was encountered both from casemated coast
guns and strong beach defences’ Army Operational Research Group Memorandum No 580.

Searching through the pages of the Globe & Laurel for information on Operation Infatuate will reward the reader with
narratives from wide-ranging sources; participants, authors and commentators, each of whom has presented the event from
a slightly different viewpoint, and in doing so, together created a multi-dimensional lens through which we can judge the
operation. At 75 years distance there is possibly little more to add, but the narrative below is not well known and offers an
objective judgement from a Royal Marines’ perspective. The source is a Royal Marines Office publication produced in 1945
called ‘Royal Marines Business’. The purpose of this publication was to provide insight and information for officers to assist
in the training of their men. This first instalment focuses on the context, forces involved and the activities of the Support
Squadron Eastern Flank (SSEF) and Force T WhICh together provnded the maritime fire support for the operation.

- ; ¥ q Antwerp was captured by the 11 Armd
Div on 4 September 1944 as the climax to
a remarkable advance from the Seine. The
enemy attempted to cover up the effects
of this victory by a very stubborn defence
of the positions that commanded the
entrance to the main Scheldt channel. The
clearance of the estuary became the
primary task of the Canadian Army.
Fighting in the very difficult ‘Polder’
country, they first cleared the south bank
in the region of Breskens and then the
narrow peninsula of South Beveland. This
left the formidably defended island of
Walcheren, where there were estimated
to be some 9,000 to 10,000 German
troops, together with a large number
driven over the causeway linking
Walcheren to South Beveland.

A large number of powerful batteries
were located on the island, capable of
denying the Scheldt to RN Minesweepers
and shipping. The first blow at Walcheren
was struck by the RAF. On 3 October a strong force of Lancasters in daylight, breached the Westkapelle dyke and flooded the
interior of the island. A second breach was also blown in the dyke just north of Flushing. There were hopes that the effect of
bombing plus flooding would force the Germans to evacuate or at least offer only token resistance. However, the most
formidable batteries located in the Westkapelle dyke itself, remained well above the level of the floods. How much their
fighting efficiency was affected by air attack and the administrative inconvenience was not known until the assault was
launched. The final plan was for a three-point attack. 52 (Lowland) Div was to attack east across the Walcheren-South
Beveland causeway; 4 Cdo was to land and assault Flushing
across the estuary from Breskens, followed by
155(Lowland) Bde. A combined assault was then launched
from the sea on to Westkapelle, the extreme west tip of
the island. It was with this attack that the Royal Marines
were mainly concerned.

The Naval Commander Force ‘T’ (Capt A F Pugsley DSO

N) had at his disposal: HMS Warspite, HM Monitors
Erebus and Roberts; Support Squadron Eastern Flank (Cdr K
Sellar DSC RN) consisting of six Landing Craft Gun (Large) -
LCG(L), two landing Craft Gun (Medium) - LCG(M), six
Landing Craft Support (large) - LCS(L), six landing Craft Flak
- LCF and five Landing Craft Tank (Rocket) - LCT(R). The
Gunnery Officers of the squadron were Capt LWB Fisher
RM and Capt GHR Madden RM. The craft carried a total of
567 Royal Marines (all ranks). The Military Commander,
Brig B W Leicester (Comd 4 SS Bde) disposed three RM
Cdos (Nos 41, 47 and 48), troops of 10(lIA) Cdo, A Sgn 1
Lothians (AVRE and tank), 5 Assault RE (manning Landing
Vehicles Tracked), 509 and 510 Field Coys RE, 9 GHQ Tps
RE, 17 Canadian Field Ambulance, 10 Canadian Field
Dressing Station, and 144 Pioneer Coy. The Naval Beach - RN 2
Party was commanded by Cdr R M Prior DSO, DSC, RN. i : > LA O R 5”! x\‘ii&é

4 Cdo, after landing at Flushing and clearing the town
was to push north, returning to command of 4 SS Bde when

N/ TERMONDE

Operations to clear the Scheldt Estuary and south west Holland

Westkapelle and the Gap



effective contact was made. Each Commando was
allocated a FOO with a call on AGRA (Army Group
Royal Artillery) and two Forward Observers
Bombardment (FOB), FOB(1) for contact with the
Support Squadron (SSEF) and FOB(2) for contact
with Warspite and the Monitors. Two Air Support
Signals Units (ASSU) tentacles were also allotted
to 4 SS Bde for communications with Tactical Air
Forces (TAF) with a call on two Wings of
Typhoons.

The foundation of the Westkapelle dyke,
reputed to be the finest example of its type of
engineering in the Netherlands, is a massive
structure of unmortared blocks of basalt on
enormous wooden piles. On top of the dyke, sand
dunes had piled up to a height of 40 to 50 feet.
These dunes were on average about 100 to 150
yards wide. The German batteries with which the
operation was concerned were built into the
sand dunes in massive concrete emplacements,
protected on the landward side by minefields and
smaller emplacements, which formed an almost
= continuous series of fortifications from Flushing

SCALE - 1:100.000 -y to the extreme north of the island. The RAF’s two
R T e e e vl breaches in the dyke were immediately south of
N Westkapelle and about a mile NW of Flushing.
Battery positions on Walcheren Through these gaps the sea had flooded the
island, leaving a narrow strip in the region of the dyke like a rim round a saucer. Between Zoutelande and Domburg this rim
was not more than 250 yards wide from sea to floods. Between the gaps were two large batteries, W11 and W13, each of
four 150mm guns (approx 6 inches), and a number of smaller batteries and supporting positions. At Westkapelle (W15)
there was a battery of four 150mm guns, and at Domburg (W17) a battery of four 220 mm (approx 9 inches), with
supporting positions, while beyond Domburg to the NE were further big coastal batteries, W18 and W19. Just inland from
Westkapelle was Battery W14, which was apparently flooded but whether or not it was out of action was not known. An
initial reconnaissance of the Westkapelle Gap was carried out by ‘Keepforce’, which included personnel of RM Engr Cdo.
Three visits were paid to the Gap by night from MTB and the enemy was found to be sensitive and alert in that area.

Forty-eight hours of preliminary bombing was planned but adverse weather conditions prevented the full execution of
this programme. The naval programme was for a preliminary bombardment by HMS Warspite and the Monitors on the
batteries in the immediate neighbourhood of Westkapelle, lifting to the flanks (Domburg and South of Zoutelande). The
Support Squadron was divided into two wings, SSEF (N) and (S) each of three LCG(L), one LCG(M), three LCS(L), three LCF and
two or three LCT(R). The two LCG(L) groups were to engage W15 and W13, the remainder of the craft concentrating on
drenching the defences between these batteries and the Gap. One LCG(M) was allocated a pillbox immediately north of the
Gap, the other a similar target to the south. It was the first time that this type of craft had been employed operationally.
Covered by this fire, B, P and S Troops of 41 Cdo were to land at 0945 hrs from LCI(S) on the north shoulder of the Gap t
cover the main landings by clearing that area %
of the dyke and the west edge of Westkapelle
village. The remainder of the Cdo and two Tps
of 10(lA) Cdo would land in tracked
amphibious craft, launched from LCT, clear
Westkapelle and Battery W14, subsequently
pushing north. 48 Cdo was to land south of
the Gap in LVT and Weasels from LCT, pushing
south as far as Zoutelande. 47 Cdo in similar
craft were also landing south of the Gap to
push on beyond Zoutelande till meeting with
4 Cdo from Flushing. A great deal of artillery
was available for support from the mainland
(Breskens area) on call by FOO, while a
representative of Corps Commander Royal
Artillery (CCRA) was attached to Bde HQ.
Support by Typhoons was obtainable by the
ASSU tentacle to a Forward Control Post (FCP)
in Breskens. Tanks and AVRE were landing at
H Hour with the first flight of 41 Cdo to
support the clearance of Westkapelle and
subsequently to support 48 Cdo against W13.

The weather conditions for a combined
operation in the North Sea in November were
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not expected to be ideal. For example, a calm
sea would most likely be accompanied by
conditions that would negate maximum air
effort. This actually proved to be the case
and, though 420 sorties of Typhoons were
flown in difficult conditions, the RAF had to
advise that reliance could not be placed on
air support. The prevailing sea conditions off
the island were not suitable for small craft
and had precluded the use of LCA which the
Military Commander would have preferred to
LCI(S) for the initial landing. The Naval
Commander appreciated that wind in excess
of Force 3 would make any landing
impossible. The final decision to proceed was
left to the Naval and Military Commanders
on the spot and was not taken until 2200hrs
on 31 October, when it was decided to
accept the risk of assaulting without air support. Force T sailed from Ostend at 0315hrs on 1 November. At 0700hrs the
lighthouse tower of Westkapelle was sighted. First deployment was carried out at 0730hrs in conditions of comparative
calm, with a light NW breeze, fair visibility and low cloud ceiling. Warspite, Erebus and Roberts opened fire at about 0700hrs
and shortly afterwards the German batteries north and south of Westkapelle began to reply by firing on the SSEF and the
landing craft. At 0815hrs the LCG(L) opened fire
on W15 at about 10,000 yards, though at first
their fire was not very effective. The enemy
made smoke to cover W15 and the lighthouse
tower, but this was only effective for a short
period.

Final deployment for the assault took place at
0840hrs, when the two wings of the SSEF closed
up to their respective targets, the Germans
holding their fire in the meanwhile until the
ranges were closed. At between 3,000 and 4,000
yards W15 and W13 opened very accurate fire.
The LCG(L) opened up with radar ranges and
was ordered to spot to bring their fire on the
target. This they did, finding their targets and
holding them subsequently with great
resolution. As H Hour (0945) approached, LCG(L)
1 and 2 and 17 (RM Gunnery Officers Lts | D
Birdseye, L D Sanders and W W Wallace) closed
to 2,000 yards of W15, which was especially active, running on a northerly course parallel to the beach and firing as hard as
possible. They then turned to starboard on the reverse course, closing to 800 yards and bringing the bridge Oerlikons into
action as well as the main armament. In similar style, LCG(L) 9, 10 and 11 (RM Gunnery Officers Lts J W Harvie, J A L Harding
and R J Carter) tackled W13. The LCS(L), LCF and LCT(R) then went in to attack the beach defences. They were received with
a very heavy fire of all calibres. The first salvo of rockets on W15 fell slightly short of the target, but was effective, but the
next craft to release her salvoes was well astern of station and unfortunately covered LCG 42 (RM Gunnery Officers R D Hale
and P Bayly-Jones), setting her on fire.

All the LCF were heavily engaged from the shore before they themselves could close sufficiently to reply with effect, but
W they kept firmly on their course. LCF 37 (RM GOs Lts
e &Y L P G Cowper and D A Leage) was hit on the waterline
e by a shell from W15, but the damage control party
blocked the hole with hammocks. At 0945hrs she
came under very accurate fire from W13. She made
smoke and went full astern, a near miss filled her
bridge and upper deck with water, two hits forward
blew away her bows and the forward magazine and
finally, at 0950hrs, she received a direct hit in the
main magazine, which blew up approximately
100,000 rounds of 2 pdr and Oerlikon ammunition.
. % Most of the personnel were blown into the sea.
~~~~~ e — L There were 29 survivors. The enemy fired on their
= rafts and floats at about 1,500 yards range so they
paddled away from the beach and were picked up
45 minutes later by LCI(S). The final salvo of rockets
covered the village of Westkapelle and Typhoons
also strafed the beach with their rockets.

Battery W15 Gun Emplacement

A 15 inch shell lands on the dyke at Westkapelle

Landing Craft Flak



piamm———— - : \ t LCS(L) of both wings proceeded in at top speed,
Sy - zigzagging to avoid intense fire of all calibres. Again and
again they closed the beach and engaged their targets,
but it was disappointing work against the heavy concrete
of the enemy pillboxes. LCF 38 (RM GOs Lts D Clifford
and B Hewitt) engaged the north shoulder of the Gap at
very close range. She was hit and caught fire in the
magazine, was ordered out and had to be abandoned.
LCFs 36 (RM GOs Lts B Reynolds and D Lewis) and 42 (her
fire now extinguished) went in and covered their area of
beach with good effect, but were badly damaged in the
process. LCF 36 afterwards towed off the blazing LCF 38.

LCG(M) 101 and 102 went into beach north and south
of the Gap at H-5 and H Hour respectively to engage
pillboxes. LCG(M) 101 (RM GOs Capt S M Peretz and Lt T
Tuffin) beached on time about 30 yards from the target

) o which she proceeded to engage with armour piercing
Curtain Wall of Bunker engaged by LCG(M)101 rounds. The kedge was dropped; this probably saved the
craft from broaching to as the tide ran at about 6 knots parallel to the beach which had a gradient of 1 in 10. The craft kept
up a hot fire for the next 20 minutes until both turrets were out of action, owing to small arms fire through the Layers and
Trainers sighting ports. As far as could be seen no penetration of the pillbox, which had no slits facing seaward, was
achieved, but it was definitely neutralised while the first flight got ashore. Meanwhile the craft was hit in several places with
shells of various calibres from 150mm to 20mm, [ |
mostly astern, as she was so close in that the 1‘\
German guns could only just train on her. She |} \ \
retracted about 1000hrs and, when about 800 I
yards offshore, sank by the stern in deep water. | E
Casualties were extraordinarily light, one officer M
and one rating being killed, four wounded. Little is
known of LCG(M) 102 (RM GO WW layman). She
was last seen ablaze on the beach and no survivors
were picked up.

Throughout these events the LCG(L) of both
wings kept up a steady fire on the big batteries
while Warspite engaged the Domburg battery and
the Monitors target’s south of the Gap. The enemy
fire on the craft was backed up by AA batteries
firing unpleasant low airburst. Most of the fire,
though not all, was drawn off the LCI(S) and the LCT
on their way into the beach. The touchdown of the
LCI(S) was delayed 27 minutes by avoiding action :
taken on two occasions. Two LCI(S) were hit but the ) o B o
landing took place without undue casualties. The LEQMM)T0] sinkig by the Eteem
LCT carrying the tanks and AVRE attracted more attention and had a difficult time. One AVRE was destroyed and the craft
had to turn out and beach again. However, they succeeded in getting in. By 1500hrs, when SSEF reviewed its situation, it
was found that out of 25 craft only two LCG(L), which had been ordered out to re-ammunition, two LCF and two LCS(L)
remained fit for action, and this total was subsequently reduced by the two LCF which developed engine and flooding
w troubles. This closed the contribution of SSEF to the assault
on Westkapelle. From the engagements described above it
is clear that they carried out a formidable task with the
o _ utmost resolution and tenacity. SSEF had a total casualty roll

4 of 172 officers and men killed and 210 wounded. After this
y engagement, Warspite and the Monitors remained the only
effective naval bombardment force.

In the 21 Army Group Report on the operation the
performance of SSEF included these comments:

‘It was abundantly clear to the Support Squadron that
their task, therefore, was to draw the fire of, engage and if
possible, destroy any of the batteries or strongpoints found
to be active. The success of the landings at Westkapelle was
largely due to the determination of the Support Squadron to
ensure that the Commandos should arrive safely on the
beach, and receive the maximum support. The Squadron put
up a magnificent fight against formidable defences, and
suffered severely, but they drew the fire of the enemy
batteries and thus enabled the troop carrying craft to go in
with relatively few casualties.’ ’

J

LCG(L) on fire aft



75" Anniversary of the Assault on Walcheren (Part )
Lt Col G.A. Gelder RM (Retd), Corp Historian

Part one of this narrative concluded with the contribution of the SSEF to the assault by 4 Special Service Brigade. The second part
focuses on the activities of the Commando Units on Walcheren.

The touchdown of the LCI(S) carrying the leading Troops of 41 RM Cdo (Lt Col E C E Palmer RM) was 27 minutes late so that the first
flights of 41, north of the Gap and 48 RM Cdo south of the Gap landed at
almost exactly the same time. The craft followed LCG(M) 101 into the
beach and were shelled en route, two LCI(S) being hit. The touchdown
took place at 1012hrs just north of the beginning of the Gap itself. There
was no infantry opposition. B Tp took up position on the edge of the
dyke covering the west edge of Westkapelle while P Tp moved north to
seize a covering position on the north edge of the village facing battery
W15, which was engaged with Small Arms (SA) fire. S Tp established
MMG on the edge of the dyke to fire along the southern fringe of the
village should fire be opened from there on the landing of 48 RM Cdo on
the other side of the Gap. A Tp, Cdo HQ and X Tp landed at 1018hrs in
) e LVT and Weasels from a pair of LCT, touching down just south of the
LCIS] 041 RMCdo'sirirstWave o Red Beach LCI(S). On dismounting from their amphibians the troops made for the
near edge of the village. A Tp then advanced down the southern fringe with supporting fire from the MMG. No resistance was
encountered until fire was opened from the dominating lighthouse tower at the eastern edge of the village. This fire was returned by
SA and PIAT, and tanks of 1 Lothians engaged from positions on top of the dyke on to the tower, which was set on fire. A Tp then
attacked and the enemy holding the position surrendered. By 1115hrs the village was cleared, but P Tp reported heavy SA fire from
the local defences of W15 which was holding them up. After the CO had recce’d the position, it was decided to send Y Tp round the
inland flank where a practicable route of approach was discovered from where they could attack under fire and smoke from P Tp. The
attack was launched at noon, and in half an hour’s sharp fighting the battery was captured along with 120 prisoners. Y Troop backed
up by P, exploited vigorously and took a further series of enemy positions beyond the battery, reaching a lighthouse on the dyke about
a mile north of the Gap where they were ordered to stop.

At 1205 hrs Bde Tac HQ landed north of the Gap. The Bde Comd
ordered 41 to halt on the line gained until further instructions. From
about 1050 hrs onwards, the village and the Gap had been subjected to
heavy shelling from W17, the Domburg battery of 220mm guns. This
continued until Typhoons were called at 1300hrs to deliver an attack that
silenced the battery for a time. Domburg was also subjected to
bombardment by HMS Warspite. The two Tps of 10(lIA) Cdo were
disposed across the northern approach to Westkapelle. When at
1500hrs, the Brigadier gave permission for the advance to continue
towards Domburg, A and S Tps of 41 RM Cdo were left under command
10(IA) Cdo to defend the village. 41 RM Cdo advanced NE along the sand
dunes of the dyke, Y Tp leading, followed by HQ, P, B and X Tps. As
Domburg was approached this order was changed, X Tp continuing along
the dunes with P Tp astride the road followed by B and Y Tps. In the - .
gathering darkness every effort was made to maintain the speed of the ATp41 BM Cdo inWestkapelle
advance but the Cdo was hindered by large bodies of potentially hostile Germans coming out of their bunkers to surrender.

W17 and a small battery, immediately inland of it, surrendered with little fight, B Tp being left to search the position thoroughly and
mop up. By 1815hrs, in darkness, save for the lurid light of blazing houses set on fire by the bombardment of Warspite during the
afternoon, the main crossroads in Domburg was reached. According to a POW, who was on the rangefinder of the battery, it was the
effect of Warspite’s 15-inch shells rather than the air attacks that completed the demoralisation of the garrison and silenced the
battery. P Tp was sent forward with the 2IC, Major Wood RM, to establish contact with the enemy and reconnoitre, but the country
NE of the village was thickly wooded and further exploitation in the darkness was deemed inadvisable. P Tp was established in the
centre of the village with Y Tp covering the right flank as far as the edge of the floods and B Tp in reserve further back. Meanwhile X Tp
on the dunes had been held up by determined resistance from an enemy party established in a high and commanding sand dune just
NW of the village. Major P K Brind-Sheridan RM who was leading his troop at the time was wounded, together with a marine. When
the Tp withdrew to cover in the face of heavy enemy fire, their absence was not noticed. Later two patrols were sent forward to locate
the wounded, but had no success. At 2100hrs B Tp was warned to seal off this pocket of resistance from the SE. At 0300hrs the CO and
a small party recce’d the strongpoint to see if further attempts could be made to rescue the wounded, but the Germans were behind
a broad barbed wire fence and had lit a large fire, preventing anything further being done. A Tp was called forward from Westkapelle
at 0330hrs, arriving three hours later. At about 0800hrs the enemy withdrew from the strongpoint and B Tp entered the strongpoint
to find the wounded marine alive, but Maj Brind-Sheridan dead. At 1100hrs orders were received from Bde to hand over to 10(IA) Cdo
in Domburg and return across the Gap to support the attack of 47 RM Cdo next day. The position was turned over to 10(lA) Cdo by
1815hrs, B Tp and X Tps being left under command as enemy activity appeared to be on the increase.

The first flight of 48 RM Cdo (Lt Col J L Mouton DSO RM) in three LCT consisted of B, X and Y Tps, the CO, Adjt and the three inch
Mortars in LVT and Weasels. B Tp’s first objective, a number of low concrete pillboxes on the shoulder of the Gap, was found to be
unoccupied. By 1020hrs, X Tp had passed through and attacked the Radar Station, which was also unoccupied but covered by small
arms fire from other positions. X Tp cleared the area rapidly, taking a few prisoners, then pushing on to the next strongpoint, which
they captured without difficulty, together with a further dozen prisoners. The second flight (A and Z Tps, MMG and 2ic) were ordered
in, touching down at 1028hrs. Shelling both on the run-in and on the beach had increased considerably and was steadying on to the
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target area. One LCT sustained a direct hit, the shell striking the
armoured front of the LVT carrying the MMG. Casualties were light, but
the vehicle could not be disembarked and while the machine-gunners
were trying to manhandle their weapons off the LCT, the LCT withdrew,
striking a mine while putting alongside a hospital ship, but sustaining no
further casualties. A LVT from this flight was stuck in the best beach exit.
Bomb craters and mines hindered movement while shelling was
constant, several LVT and Weasels being knocked out. Meanwhile the
advance continued, another strongpoint being occupied bringing the
leading Tps into contact with the defences of W13, which was doing
considerable damage to the shipping. Y Tp launched an immediate
attack on the battery without additional fire support, but it had to be
broken off in the face of intense MG fire, the Tp Cdr, Maj de Stacpoole
RM, being killed and most of the assaulting sub-section wounded.

There was no option but to launch a Deliberate Attack on the battery.
The organisation of a fire-plan presented difficulties as the FOB(1) (Capt
Blunt RA) had his two wireless operators hit, but he carried his SCR 610 set forward and worked it himself. However, SSEF(S) with
whom he was in touch, had been hit so hard by W13 that no craft were available to assist at this stage. The FOB(2) (Capt A D Davis RA)
went forward to direct the fire of HMS Roberts on to W13, but after two salvoes had been fired, he and both his operators were killed
by a mortar bomb. The FOO (Capt Skelton RCA) had lost his 19 set, which had been drowned and could only contact his regiment
through CCRA’s representative on the Bde ‘A’ Wave. The tanks of 1 Lothians were in difficulties in the flooded ruins of Westkapelle,
while trying to find a position from which to support the Cdo against W13. To make matters worse the Cdo’s rear link Weasel was
stuck on the beach and the 68P set was temporarily out of touch with Bde owing to screening. The only way left to organise a fireplan
was for the CO to go back to Bde - :
himself, which he did. Contact was
made with the Arty and with Air via
the ASSU tentacle. Z Tp was briefed for
the attack, but the Tp Cdr's O Gp was
caught by mortar fire with which the
Germans were searching the dunes,
and all were killed or wounded.
Consequently, Z Tp was replaced by B
Tp. From 1545hrs to 1600hrs W13 was
engaged by the whole resources of 2
Cdn AGRA (five regiments of Heavy,
Medium and Field Artillery ), followed
up by a Typhoon strike from 1600 to
1605. At 1610 B Tp attacked and penetrated the battery, capturing the Command Post, silencing the guns and taking about 30
prisoners. Some rifle and Oerlikon fire continued from the far end of the battery. Naval fire was requested to cut off the enemy
retreating through Zoutelande, but could not be given as it was growing too dark. B Tp pushing on captured the Battery Cdr, his 2IC
and about 70 prisoners. In the gathering darkness Y Tp recce’d forward to find the remainder of the battery unoccupied but for the
Oerlikon position at the far end which was still held. One casemate of the main battery had received a direct hit from a Typhoon
rocket which killed all the crew at their stations. The remaining casemates had been blown up by the retreating Germans.

Transport and supply were causing serious difficulties. Of 20 Weasels landed, four had been knocked out on the beach by shellfire
and four drowned moving in the Gap area. Of the LVT, only eight out of 20 remained serviceable, many having been knocked out by
shellfire which had destroyed a large part of the reserve ammunition. There was no road between the Gap area and W13, the track
inland of the dyke being flooded and the ground was heavily cratered. However, beyond W13 a cobbled road emerged from the
floods and continued into Zoutelande. By noon six Weasels were running a ferry service as far as the Radar station, from where stores
were manhandled forward. By 0200hrs a track had been marked out along the beach to the forward HQ by which the FOO and FOB
Weasels came forward and the other four brought food and ammunition. Beyond this point ammunition still had to be manhandled
forward across the steep dunes over loose sand. In any case, food was short as one LCT carrying supplies had struck a mine and sunk,
while the other two had so far been unable to beach owing to shellfire. The night was quiet enough but for a single ATk gun firing HE
and tracer into the beach area while our Medium Artillery from the mainland fired a harassing programme on a strongpoint beyond
W113, finishing up with five minute intense at 0700hrs (2 November). At first light the Oerlikon position was found to be evacuated. A
Tp pushed forward and encountered light opposition in the strongpoints
between the battery and Zoutelande. HMS Erebus opened fire on Zoutelande,
later shifting to W11. By 1100hrs A Tp reached Zoutelande and after a short fire
fight, the garrison of 150 surrendered. A Tp pressed on and secured the high
dunes on the far side of the village. Attempts to bring up supplies by Weasel over
the beach were frustrated by shellfire, but at 1400hrs, a track had been marked
and prepared on the inland side of the dunes as far as Zoutelande. At 1248hrs the
first Tps of 47 RM Cdo came up to Zoutelande and passed through.

47 RM Cdo (Lt Col C F Phillips DSO RM) began to land shortly after 1100hrs, the
Gap being still under heavy shellfire. Owing to a misunderstanding three of the
LCT carrying the Cdo and their amphibians beached north instead of south of the
Gap. One LCT beached correctly, but was hit, three LVT and one Weasel being
destroyed by fire and a number of casualties sustained by B Tp. A ferry service

LCT and LVT landing on White Beach Battery

W13 - Post Strike Aerial Photograph

Battery W13 - Destroyed gun in casemate
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