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From the Chairman 
 

Dear Veterans, Families and Friends, Happy New Year to you all and welcome to the latest 

edition of Despatch. As I look back over 2019 I can't help thinking what a great year we had. 

The Association continues to grow, our trips and visits are a huge success, the Men of 47 are 

remembered and the veterans who travelled with us have had a wonderful time.  
 

Since the last edition we've kept up the pace and made new friends along the way. In July 
Dave Nevatte organised VIP seating for veterans and their families at the annual RM concert 
in Deal. It was an amazing day with the RM Bands of Portsmouth and Collingwood at their 
finest. Lt. Col. Jon Ridley read out Grandad's (Chuck Harris) name during the performance to 
which he received a standing ovation by some 15,000 people, a rather special moment for all 
of us I have to say. This event may well become an annual invitation, watch this space!  
 

In September we had a trip to Fécamp, marking the 75th anniversary of the Towns liberation 
by 47 Royal Marine Commando. Once again, the town looked after us superbly, with an 
emotional ceremony at the grave of Maj. Dennis Walton of 47 RMC, and also remembered 
men and women of the French resistance buried in the same cemetery. This is a trip I would 
urge you all to do if you can, it's a beautiful town with great places to eat and stay, and with 
lovely scenery and walks in and around the town.  
 

In November our trip to Walcheren was a huge success. We had the awesome duo of Chuck 
Harris and Mark Packer and it was lovely to see Lannah Battley and Christine Hagan who also 
joined us on the trip. This trip marked the 75th anniversary of the Liberation of Walcheren and 
the people of the island turned out to greet us and thank the veterans personally. We unveiled 
a new memorial at Disheok which tells the story of the Landings made by 47 in November 
1944, and is well placed on a busy walking route through the dunes so I'm sure it will be seen 
and read by a great number of people.  
 

We were fortunate again to have the RM Band service present throughout the trip, they gave 
a most memorable concert in Middelburg and marched superbly in Disheok. We were also 
joined by the CGRM, Co's from 1 Assault Group and many from the RMA. This all made for a 
great atmosphere and a trip we'll all remember.  
 

With sadder news, in October we heard that Rose Wildman had passed away. Many of us will 
remember Rose along with Fred, with fond memories I'm sure, especially of their love for 
music and dancing. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Tony and the Wildman family.  
 

2020 will be another busy year for the association, we have lots in the pipeline and I want to 
thank all those who make it possible, especially those on the committee who work hard putting 
it all together and above all have to put up with me! 
 

Hopefully see you soon, warmest wishes to you all. John Prentis, Grandson of Chuck Harris. 
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Famous Royal Marines Commando Name Revived 
Colonel C E Haw MC, Commanding Officer, 47 Commando Raiding Group Royal Marines 

 

Dear 47 Royal Marine Commando Association Members,  
 

It is with great pleasure that I write to you for the first time as the Commanding Officer of the 
newly renamed 47 Commando Raiding Group Royal Marines. This re-naming, in honour of 47 
Royal Marine Commando, is a source of great pride to both me personally and for all members 
of my unit. I thought that it would be worth explaining the rationale for the change and in future 
to keep you updated about the general activities of the unit through these excellent bulletins.  
 

In September 2019, 1 Assault Group Royal Marines (1 AGRM) was re-subordinated under 
command of 3 Commando Brigade Royal Marines (3 Cdo Bde RM) to reflect the increased 
operational focus of the unit, maintaining its high readiness output but with the addition of 
Maritime Interdiction (Boarding) operations and a significant increase in Short Term Training 
Teams.  This presented an opportunity to bring the unitôs name in line with all other 
óCommandoô units in 3 Cdo Bde RM. 
 

Therefore, on 4 November 2019, at the request of the Commandant General, the Secretary of 
State for Defence approved the renaming of 1 AGRM to 47 Commando Raiding Group Royal 
Marines (47 Cdo (RG) RM).  This renaming was intended to reinvigorate a unit name that not 
only gives a nod to the past but also to the future of 3 Cdo Bde.  The tactical action carried out 
by 47 (Royal Marine) Commando to secure Port-en-Bessin and deliver the strategically 
important Pipe Line Under the Ocean (PLUTO) is indeed synonymous with the current concept 
for the Future Commando Force (FCF) so sets out that intent.  As you know, 1 AGRM has had 
long standing links with 47 (RM) Cdo Association and were present at the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day and Walcheren last year, making the name change even more poignant and relevant. 
 

It is my intention to hold a formal re-naming ceremony here in Plymouth at RM TAMAR in early 
July of this year.  I will of course inform the Association of the date when it has been decided 
and will be extending an invite to all association members and their families at this time.   
 

I look forward to seeing many of you later in the year, both in Normandy and here in Plymouth, 
and I look forward to growing our affiliation as the months and years progress. We stand on 
the shoulders of giants and will take 47 Cdo RG forward into the FCF era with pride and 
motivation from our forefathers. 

Col Chris Haw presents an RM 
sporran to Kelly Heathfield ahead of 
the commemorations in Westkapelle 

L-R: Col Haw, Mark Packer, Maj Gen Matt Holmes CGRM, 
Chuck Harris, Rob van der Zwaag  the Mayor of Municipality of 

Veere.& Dave Mason CRSM, at the unveiling of the memorial 
at Dishoek 
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Ken Parker Unveiled 
Geof Haywood  

The Royal Marines has commissioned six paintings to 
represent the Corp over several generations and ranks.  
Ken Parker was chosen to represent the WW2 
Commandos and a ñphoto shootò took place so that the 
artist Marianne Gibson, who has done other RM and 
Military paintings (including HRH Prince Philip Duke of 
Edinburgh when he was Captain General RM), could have 
something to work from. She met Ken at the photo shoot 
and through chatting with him was able to pick up aspects 
of his character which she could build into her painting. 
  
The Royal Marines Family weekend was held at CTCRM 
Lympstone on the 14th and 15th of September.  The 
weekend is an opportunity for the ñRoyal Marine Familyò of 
both serving and retired Marines and their families to enjoy 
the military displays, sports events (1AGRM who come with 
us to Port-en-Bessin won the inter unit óTug óO Warô  - BZ 
to them), children's features, fun fair, various Charity 
displays, sales tables, bar and food counters. 
  

It was on the Saturday during the presentation of prizes, preceded by the Corps of Drums, 
that the unveiling took place by the CGRM Maj Gen Matt Holmes CBE DSO, in front of 
hundreds of people many of whom had had the pleasure of meeting Ken. Present was Kenôs 
son and daughter in-law David and Denise with their daughter Amy, all able to proudly join 
CGRM for the unveil. Also, there with me was Jill, Clive Porter, Justine and Shaun Isherwood 
and their son Ocean, all to represent Kenôs 47 Family. 
  
David was given a print of the painting at the unveil by CGRM and extra copies were to be 
forwarded for his sister and Kenôs grandson Tom, who had spent so much time with him. 
  
The painting was passed to 
the CO RMR Bristol with a 
request it hangs alongside 
the ñCapture of PeBò 
painting that Ken had 
unveiled in the Units main 
social area. 
  
Having visited all the 
stands plus being well fed 
and watered the day ended 
with a Marching and 
Sunset display by the 
CTCRM RM Band which as 
always was magic.  It was 
a perfect ending to a 
perfect day out and the 
opportunity to spread the 
47 story. 
 

 
 

Marianne Gibsonôs portrait of Ken 

L-R: Marianne Gibson (artist), CO RMR Bristol, CRSM, David (holding 
the picture), CGRM, Davidôs daughter Amy and his wife Denise 
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Smiles and Tears, the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Fécamp 
Dave Shorrock (Ed.) 

We have a standing invitation to return to Fécamp in September each year to commemorate 
the liberation of the town by 47 Cdo.  For 2019, the 75th anniversary of the liberation we were 
accompanied by our President of 47RMCA, Chuck Harris (formerly of HQ -Troop, 47 
Commando) along with a number of his family members including our Chairman John Prentis. 
We were also accompanied, thanks to the CO, by four gentlemen from 1AGRM.  
 

We all assembled in Fécamp on the evening of the 1st of September. Once again, the town 
had kindly arranged for us to be accommodated at the four-star hotel Le Grand Pavois, with 
its stunning views over the harbour.  We were met on the 2nd by Pierre Aubrey, the Deputy 
Mayor responsible for Veterans Affairs, who hosted us for lunch on the seafront terrace of the 
restaurant Redroic.  To work off the fine lunch Pierre had arranged for us to have a guided 
tour of the new Musée des Pêcheries (Museum of Fisheries), which tells the long history of 
fishing in Fécamp and in Normandy. The tour over, we returned to the hotel to change for the 
formal part of the day. 
 

The commemorations began at 17:00 at the Cimetière du Val aux Clercs, which lies on a 
hillside.  After the townspeople had taken many photographs of our party, we eventually lined 
up behind the standards, with Lou Sartorel proudly bearing our standard.  We then began our 
sombre parade up through the cemetery, stopping first at the graves of two Frenchmen: 
Roland Terrier and Georges Paumier. 
 

Roland Terrier came from a family of sailors and started work at age 15 on a trawler. Heôd 
joined the French Navy in 1938 but was imprisoned when France fell. In July 1940, age 23, 
he managed to escape from prison and join General de Gaulleôs Free French Forces in 
London where he was assigned to the 1st Battalion Marine Fusiliers.  He saw action on D-Day 
and beyond and was awarded many honours including the Croix de Guerre with 5 citations. 
 

When France was occupied, Georges Paumier refused to join the Service du travail obligatoire 
(STO), the compulsory work service that would have seen him deported to the workcamps in 
Nazi Germany.  Leaving his parents and two sisters behind, he fled to Brittany to join the 
resistance, the second battalion of the 4th Regiment of Brittany.  On the 4th of July 1944, when 

they were surrounded by the enemy, 
Georges was one of seven who stayed 
behind so that his comrades could escape.  
He was 20 years old when his life ended 
under a hail of enemy bullets. He was 
returned to his family in Fécamp in November 
1948. 
 

After the presentation of honours and wreath 
laying at these two graves, we continued our 
progress up the cemetery, stopping first at 
the Belgian First World War graves and then 
on to the British memorial and graves.  The 
Deputy Mayor Pierre Aubry and John Prentis 
jointly laid the townôs wreath at the memorial 
to ñOur Liberatorò Major D.H. Walton of 47 
Commando, who died on the 4th September 
ô44 when his Jeep ran over a landmine. Our 
Association wreath was then laid by Jacqui 
Hearn on behalf of Chuck. As Chuck wiped 
away a tear, he said quietly ñI wish he was 
standing here instead of meò.  Those of us 
who were close enough to hear what heôd 
said were quickly putting a hanky to our eyes.  
 

Pierre Aubry and John Prentis lay the town's 
wreath at the memorial to "Our Liberator"  
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The parade then turned back down through the cemetery to the memorials that bring home 
the true horror of the Occupation; the memorial to the 8 young men that were deported to the 
work camps and never returned, and the memorial to the 11 (3 women and 8 men, including 
a husband and wife) that were deported to the concentration camps, never to return.   
 

From the cemetery, we made our way to the courtyard of the Town Hall to recreate the 
photograph of Major Walton greeting the Mayor on the steps on the 2nd September 1944.  
Photographs over, we walked outside to Square du 47 Royal Marine Commando.  Here were 
laid wreaths for 47 Commando, the French Resistance, and on two plaques that were unveiled 
to Roland Terrier and Georges Paumier. 
 

Our final wreath laying was at the war memorial in Place Charles De Gaulle, before we 
returned to the Town Hall for speeches and presentations.  
 

The Mayor of Fécamp, Marie-Agnès Poussier-Winsback welcomed us with these words: 
ñSeventy-five years ago, on the 2nd of September 1944, the Allied troops and you, Mr. Harris, 
liberated Fécamp, welcomed by a cheering population. And for the second time this year, it is 
with a lot of emotion I have the pleasure to welcome you, dear Chuck Harris. You, one of the 
liberators of our city, you who belong to the 47 Royal Marine Commando. Your presence 
honours us all. Thank you very muchò.   
 

The Mayorôs speech had a moving conclusion, which Iôll try to summarise: ñIt would have been 
difficult, if not impossible, to bring together Roland Terrier and Georges Paumier in ó44 
because of their different political ideas and commitments, and yet what has united these men 
who fought for France is the very essence of resistance (strength). We must maintain our duty 
to remember them. We must never forget the names, faces, lives of these French and English 
heroes who must be part of our lives as free citizens, because without them we would not be 
free.  We must never forget that, whatever the disagreements, at the great moments of our 
history we have been able to reconcile ourselves in order to advance. Long live the Republic, 
long live France and long live F®campò. 
 

With the speeches over, the Mayor 
presented Chuck with a bottle of 
Benedictine and a book of 
photographs of the liberation 
produced from the town archives.  In 
return, Chuck presented the mayor 
with a Commando figurine (which 
Iôm reliably informed now has pride 
of place on her desk).  
Presentations over, it was time for 
the bar to open. 
 

Once again, the town of Fécamp 
welcomed us with friendship, 
generosity and affection. And I think 
the depth of that affection is well 
demonstrated by Pierre Aubrey and 
his partner asking to join us again 
this year at the Mountbatten of 
Festival of Music. 
 

Finally, Iôd like to thank: Csgt Pete Hardie, Sgt Ian Barnes, AB Daniel Snowdon and AB Samuel 
Walker, of 1AGRM for supporting us. Iôd told them I wasnôt blaming them for delaying the start 
of the commemorations, it was clearly the fault of half of Fécamp wanting to take photographs 
of them, so smartly dressed in their uniforms.  So, gentlemen thank you. Now say ócheeseô. 
A version of this article was published in the November-December issue of the Globe & Laurel.          
If you are interested in attending the commemorations in Fécamp in September this year, please let 
our Secretary know.   

The Mayor admires the Commando figurine gift from 
Chuck, that now sits proudly on her desk 
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75th Anniversary of the Assault on Walcheren (Part I) 

Lt Col G.A. Gelder RM (Retd), Corp Historian 
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75th Anniversary of the Assault on Walcheren (Part II) 
Lt Col G.A. Gelder RM (Retd), Corp Historian 
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